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Journey as a Writer Starts Here!

PSAS is rearing to start the year right productively. A Writeshop on Scientific Writing for
Refereed Journal was conducted last January
31 to February 1, 2014, right on the first day of
the Chinese’ Year of the Wooden Horse. This
Writeshop was coordinated with the Cagayan
Valley Agriculture and Resources Research and
Development Consortium under the dynamic
leadership of Dr. William C. Medrano and
hosted by Nueva Vizcaya State University with
her active President, Dr. Florentina S. Dumlao.
The food bowl region of the country is brimming
not only with corn and rice but also of research
output and new technology worth sharing with
the country and the world! However, the link
between these and being published in refereed journal is missing. Thus, this Writeshop is
timely and is welcomed with open arms by the
participants.
For two days, Dr. Jezie A. Acorda shared
his expertise and knowledge to 34 top-tier
researchers from Region 02 plus a guest participant from Cambodia.

The facilitators during the Writeshop were
PSAS Treasurer Nenita L. de Castro, GC
Member Karlo R.B. Gicana, PJVAS Assoc.
Editor-in-Chief M. Leila S. Flores, Dr. Jess
Lapitan and Ms Girlie May S. Acorda. The
documenter for this activity was Ms. Megumi
Anne S. Acorda. As the Writeshop unfolded,
participants were guided step-by-step in reshaping their research results into a format that
can be submitted for consideration for publication. Questions were raised and adequately
answered as the participants waded through
their own manuscript, on how-to’s and whatnot’s. The participants were taught from Title
re-writing to Conclusion making, and even
article submission flow.
During the closing ceremony, some of the participants shared that before the actual activity,
they had doubts about their ability to absorb
what would be discussed; and they were told
that it would be a hectic and difficult activity. But, they “asked for this activity because
(they) want to learn”. Now, with the Writeshop
under their belt, they feel confident about their
writing skills; they feel guided in what to do in

re-writing their research results into a readable
article in order to achieve the ultimate objective
of the activity, which is to publish in a refereed
journal. They also hope that they will reverse
the statistics and put Region 02 at the top of
the country in terms of the number of scientific
papers published.
Other impressions and post-activity feedback
were equally positive. The activity “surpassed
their expectations”, “timely”, “important”, “significant”, “enriching” and a “pangarap na natupad”.
This activity was also a first for most where
more time was allotted for improving their own
work, with guidance from the facilitators. They
now feel encouraged, empowered, challenged
and inspired not only to write their paper but to
echo and share what they have learned with
their colleagues at work. Their workplace was
described by one as a “road under construction
with us in the frontline, leading the way to (faculty) development”. They realized now that writing a paper fit for scientific journal needs proper
commitment, but they are willing to make time
to do this worthy endeavor.
To continue our support to the participants’
efforts, they were asked to send (email) their
articles to the resource speaker and facilitators
for further refinements of their paper.
The PSAS National is hopeful that more Writeshops will be conducted around the country to
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Journey as a...
help prop up our fellow animal scientists and
researchers in their professional growth. Talks
are underway for holding Writeshops in the
provinces of Pangasinan, Batanes, Bohol and
Sultan Kudarat for the first half of the current
year.
As participant Ms Annalene G.E. Co of Quirino
State University said, “The journey as a writer
starts here – in this Writeshop!” Hi ho away!!!

Ano ang ASEAN 2015 Integration para sa atin?
Nagkaroon tayo ng pagkakataon na makapanayam si Kalihim Proceso J. Alcala ng
Kawanihan ng Pagsasaka noong Pebrero 10,
2014. Ang sumusunod ay ang maikli nating
panayam sa kanya.
PSAS Dispatch: Sir, paano po maapektohan
ng ASEAN 2015 Integration ang trabaho ng
animal scientists at mga beterinaryo?
K. Alcala: “Napakalaking challenge po nito para
po [sa atin] – hindi lang sa mga nasa pamahalaan kung ‘di pati na sa pribadong sektor.
Kasi po dapat po ang buksan lang natin dito is
ano ba ang opportunities, kaysa mag-isip po
tayo ng mga disadvantages. Anong opportunities [neto]? Unang unang po kasi – tayo sa
Pilipinas, tinitingala tayo ng mga katabi nating
bansa. Bakit po? Bird flu-free tayo up to now.
That’s the reason why tayo po ay nakakapagexport ng mga 90-95% ng chicken yakitori to
Japan. Last December, we started to export
our first shipment of Peking duck grown in the
Philippines. Ang South Korea po ay nagbigay
na po sa atin ng go-signal to export our chicken
to [them].
Now, we’re just waiting for the approval of the
Halal certification for us to export our chicken
and poultry products to the Middle East or
United Arab Emirates. Yun po namang ating
mga pagkakaroon FMD-free [status] without
vaccination pa po sa mga apatang paa na mga
hayop, eh, wala pa pong tama yung ating mga
hayop na yan. So again, [these are our] passes para tayo po ay makapag-export po ng, ‘wag
na po kung anu-anong malalaking animal kung
‘di yung na lang pong, mga kambing, tupa,
[atbp] na ang laki po ng requirements [ng] ating
mga katabing bansa sa ASEAN: [sa] Indonesia,
Malaysia… Napakalaki po na requirements
nito; so, kung tayo po ay makakapag-export
sa kanila, napakalaki pong pagbibigay ng
hanapbuhay po nito sa mga livestock subsector natin at yun pong mga beterinaryo natin
ay syento por syento na magkakaroon po ng
mas magagandang hanapbuhay, at sila po ay
[magkakaroon ng] mas magandang practice.”
(LSFlores)

President’sNook
A message from the PSAS President

Around the Pasture: Local PSAS Chapter Updates
Mindanao
PSAS Convention Invitation
It is with deep pleasure that I invite everyone
to the 51st Philippine Society of Animal Science Scientific Seminar and Annual Convention with the theme, ‘Equipping Veterinarians
and Animal Scientists for ASEAN 2015” to
be held at Grand Caprice Restaurant and
Convention Center, Cagayan de Oro City on
22-24 October 2015.
This year’s Scientific Seminar and Annual
Convention has been designed to prepare
veterinarians and animal scientists in educational institutions, government agencies,
local government units, research institutions,
private companies, private practice and all
people involved in the animal industry for
international competition, starting with the
ASEAN Economic Community.
Previous conventions have presented challenges for the animal industry. However, the
more significant question would be, “Are we
prepared for ASEAN 2015?” In this year’s
Convention, new and unique sessions, aside
from the traditional plenary and scientific
sessions, have been conceptualized to address this question. Problem-oriented forum
will seek to identify the problems confronting
veterinarians and animal scientists in the
different regions of the Philippines and to
seek solutions to address these problems
to enable our animal industry to compete
in the ASEAN region. Introductory practical
courses will aim to orient practitioners on
new and emerging technologies for better
competitiveness among our Asian neighbors.
The purpose of the Philippine Native Animal
Development (PNAD) Summit is to galvanize
our efforts on the improvement of our native
animals to develop a competitive niche in the
ASEAN community. In addition, a Farmers’
forum will address the issues being confronted by the dairy industry in Mindanao.
Let us prepare ourselves for ASEAN 2015
while at the same time enjoy the wonders of
Cagayan de Oro. See you at the Convention!
(JAAcorda)

Visayas
Negros Oriental Federation of Dairy Cooperatives held its 5th General Assembly at Moriah
Function Hall, Dumaguete City last February
21, 2014. NORFEDACO is a federation of
four (4) Primary Dairy Cooperatives, and is
composed of Bacong Dairy Farmers Cooperative, Valencia Dairy Cooperative, Dairy Farmers
of Dumaguete Cooperative, Bayawan Dairy
Farmers Cooperative and associate members
from Dauin, Amlan, and Palmplona dairy farmer
associations,
The opening program was graced by the
presence of Dr. Henry A. Sojor, PhD, former
NORSU President, representing the Honorable
Provincial Governor and Mrs. Editha G. Bajenting, Regional Manager of Visayas Dairy Zone
of the National Dairy Authority who inspired the
dairy farmers to continue their good work with
the assurance of government support from the
Provincial and National government.
The highlight of the occasion was the awarding
of CY 2013’s:
First 3 Highest Institutional Supplier of Raw
Milk:
Bacong Dairy Farmers Cooperative (44,096.99
liters)
Sunshine Dairy Multiplier Farm (28,936.50
liters)
Silliman University Dairy Multiplier Farm
(24,371.60 liters)
First 3 Highest Dairy Farmers Raw
Milk Suppliers:
		
Mr. Desiderio Lou of Bacong
(24,242.10 liters)
		
Mr. Roberto Vendiola of
Bacong (8,843.00 liters)
		
Mr. Rodrigo B. Alama of
???? (4,719.20 liters)
First 3 Commercial Outlets of NORIENT FRESH DAIRY PRODUCTS:
		
Hyper Mart (PhP
510,563.60)
		
Bo’s Coffee (PhP
353,823.00)
		
Cang’s Inc. (PhP
335,148.00).
A number of malnourished pre-school and
elementary school children (2,511) were the
recipients of the Milk Feeding Program funded
by the Province of Negro Oriental, Dumaguete
City, Manjuyod, Zamboanguita LGUs and the
National Federation of Game Fowl Breeders
with a total amount of PhP 1,224,685.00.
The Negros Oriental Dairy Processing Plant
is accepting daily raw milk deliveries from the
farmers and processing it into different milk
products such as: Pasteurized Plain Fresh
Milk, Flavored liquid milk (chocolate, ube and

strawberry), milk bars, yoghurt, white cheese,
mozzarella, butter, ice cream, condensed
milk, non-fat/ low fat pasteurized milk under its
TradeName – “NORIENT FRESH”.
During the General Assembly, a new set of
Board of Directors were elected as follows:
Chairman – Mr. Federico Tuting, Vice Chairman – Mr. Ricardo Baga, and five more Board
of Directors – Mr. Luciano Quitoy, Mr. Joselito
Sapuan, Mrs. Teodula Tangonan, Mr. Wilfredo
Ausejo and Mr. Rene Vance.
With the infusion of new blood to the board, it
is with high hopes that the development of the
dairy industry in Negros Oriental will go a long
way in addressing the objectives of the Provincial Gatasang Barangay Program anchored on
livelihood and nutrition which are very relevant
to this year’s Theme: “ENHANCING LIVELIHOOD OPPORTUINITES IN THE COUNTRY
SIDE THROUGH DAIRY BASED FARMING
SYSTEM”. (AB Mutia)

Cagayan Valley

Ilocos

Bicol

Please submit a short write up (250-700 words) for posting in your Chapter’s Section by the 1st
week every 3 months (Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec), to LS Flores at leiladvm@yahoo.com. Furnish a copy
(cc) of the email to your own Chapter President for his/her information. Thank you.

People of Note
Dr. Rosalina “Baby” M. Lapitan, PSAS’ Madam President and a PSAS Veteran
Scholar when she got into the University and
eventually earned her Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Chemistry degree from the University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) in
1971.

The 2013-2014 PSAS President, known as Ate/
Tita/Ma’am “Baby” by all, is an energetic and
indefatigable busy bee. She is ever present in
our activities, be it in Los Banos or elsewhere,
whether it is a major event or not, the Society
can definitely count on her. It is but right that
we recognize her as one of the People of Note.
She is easily recognized by all, but how well do
we know her?
Let’s find out.
Ma’am Baby (as we, younger ones, call her)
hailed from Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. She is
the second among five Mendoza siblings. Her
intelligence was evident even as a young age
as she graduated first honors from Malinao Elementary School at their hometown and again
finished secondary school with the first honorable mention medal from Oriental Mindoro
High School at Calapan. She was an Entrance

Rommel C. Sulabo, PhD,
PJVAS’ Editor-in-Chief
Professor Rommel C. Sulabo was appointed as
the PJVAS Editor-in-Chief from October 2013
to September 2016. He is a new face to the
Society and to most people. So, who is he?
He is known around his workplace as “Sir
Rommel”. He is a Professor at the Animal
Nutrition Division of the Animal and Dairy
Sciences Cluster, University of the Philippines
Los Baños (UPLB). His field of expertise is
monogastric nutrition, specifically swine and
poultry nutrition.
One can say that he is unrelenting in pursuing higher education. To wit, he earned his
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, Major in
Animal Science (Poultry Nutrition) in 1997 from
UPLB; his Master of Science in Animal Science
(Swine Nutrition, Minor in Physiology) in 2003
from South Dakota State University, USA; and
his Doctor of Philosophy in Animal Science
(Swine Nutrition) in 2009 from Kansas State
University, USA. Not only that, he earned two
Post-Doctorate degrees from Kansas State
University and from the University of Illinois at

From then on, she has worked as a researcher
in different capacities with the Institute of Animal Science (IAS), UPLB. She was part of the
team who worked in the then newly-established
Philippine Carabao Research and Development Center (PCRDC, which was still under
IAS) in 1981. She has stayed on even when
the said Center was reformed and renamed as
the Philippine Carabao Center (PCC) in 1993,
under the Department of Agriculture, until now.
She worked her way from a Research Assistant
in IAS to her current position as Supervising
Science Research Specialist with PCC. For a
time (1978-1987), she also worked as Affiliate
Instructor at IAS.
She finished her Master of Science in Animal
Nutrition from the University of the Philippines
Los Baños in 1991 and her Doctor of Philosophy in Animal Nutrition (Meats) from Tottori
University, Japan in 2008. Over the years, she
was involved in numerous researches covering
different animal science topics.
It was as a young Research Assistant, working
in the National Research Council of the Philippines’ Project on Protein and Energy Requirements of Swine under Tropical Condition, at
Urbana-Champaign, USA.
His long list of accomplishments belies his
young age. He has numerous publications both
as full articles and research abstracts, dealing
mostly with monogastric nutrition in various international scientific journals: Journal of Animal
Science, Journal of Swine Health and Production, Journal of Animal Science and Biotechnology and Canadian Journal of Animal Science,
just to name a few . He also co-wrote and
contributed book chapters in the 11th Revised
Edition of the (US) National Research Council’s
Nutrient Requirements for Swine (2012), 4th
edition of PHILSAN Feed Reference Standards
(2010) and Technical Report Series: Swine Nutrition and Management (2006). He also wrote
several training modules and manuals dealing
with swine and poultry production.
Aside from his writing life, he graced many conferences, workshops and seminars as resource
speaker. And, over the years, has done over
300 seminars for local farmers, cooperatives,
and livestock associations, plus over 40 trainings for technical, sales and marketing personnel of different companies on applied animal
nutrition, farm management and agricultural
extension.

IAS, UPLB, that she was introduced to the Philippine Society of Animal Science. It was her
boss, Dr. Jose E. Eusebio, one of the founding
members of the Society, who invited her to help
out in PSAS functions. Since then (1972!), she
hasn’t left the PSAS scene, so to speak.
On the personal front, she met her hubby-tobe right around the same time, while she was
working as an RA in the laboratory and he
was then an Animal Science student working
on his thesis. The rest, as they say, is history.
Eventually, their family of five (one son and two
daughters) also grew alongside their involvement with PSAS.
For a long time, she was, and still is, one of the
dependable people behind the PSAS scene,
until she was encouraged to join the PSAS
Governing Council as the Treasurer in 1996.
She held the coffers of the Society so well that
she was re-elected year after year as the same
until 2005 when she was moved “up” as Auditor. This position, she held until she was voted
as the Vice President and President-Elect in
2013.
When I asked her, “What is the best thing do
you have to say about your experience with
PSAS?” She answered that the meeting of different kinds of people from all over the country
would top her list.
Ma’am Baby really is a Person of Note! Do I
hear a resounding YES?!!!!
He has made his mark also on the air with
podcasts, website print and radio interviews
here and abroad.
Aside from being the Editor-in-Chief of the PJVAS, Sir Rommel is also a reviewer and journal
referee for six other ISI-Journal Publications, all
related to animal science.
It seems that we got ourselves an accomplished professional as Editor-in-Chief, don’t
you think so? So, next time you see him, greet
him and welcome him to the Society!

Attendees of the 2014 Writeshop on Scientific
Writing for Refereed Journal, Cagayan Valley Region
Department of Agriculture Region II
Salvador M. Bulda
Vanessa Calderon
Cherrybel Cubero
Buena Allyn Malbas
Chonalyn Pascua

Environmental Resource Development
Services (DENR Region II)

Isabela State University-Echague (cont’d)
Januel P. Floresca
Joseph M. Ignacio
Pedrita N. Medrano
Roger C. Medrano
William C. Medrano
Nilo E. Padilla

Lilia dL. Abel
Edna G. Willie

The Website for our PJVAS is
almost up!

University of LaSallette Dubinan East,
Santiago City

The Statement of Work Agreement (SoWA) was
formally signed between PSAS, represented
by the President, RM Lapitan, and the web
designer and developer, Ms. Jelyn R. Articuna,
during the PSAS GC February 14, 2014
meeting at the Animal and Dairy Science
Cluster’s Dean’s Office Conference Room.

Roderick dC. Quintos
Ralleigh F. Vizcarra

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, Region II
Melanie A. Calicdan
Jessica F. Retamal

Nueva Vizcaya State University
Mary Gay T. Aguila
Fitzgerald L. Fabelico
Juanito B. Pascua
Ruby C. Sansano
Julius S. Valderama

Quirino State University
Ezra Ley Q. Agas
Emma D. Aspiras
Annalene Grace E. Co
Magdalena L. Guinumtad

Cagayan State University
Florante Victor M. Balatico

Isabela State University-Echague
Dante M. Aquino
Flor R. Bassiag
Jocelyn M. Castillo

The webpage will be used as the display case
of our Philippine Journal of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences in the World Wide Web. With
the webpage, our current and past PJVAS
articles will be made available and accessible

Isabela State University-Cabagan
Severina E. Baldonado
Cecilia B. Mangabat
Myrna T. Ramos

Royal University of Agriculture, Cambodia
Tongheng Seng

to scientists, researchers, students and
enthusiasts in Veterinary and Animal Sciences
throughout the world. Hopefully, this will serve
to broaden the circulation and improve both the
citation index and impact factor of our journal
towards eventual international accreditation in
Thomas Scientific (ISI) and SCOPUS .
Also within the webpage, expect to see
sections about the Society, including news and
announcements, and our newsletter, the PSAS
Dispatch.
It is expected that the project will be completed
one month after signing the agreement.
(LSFlores)

